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Applebee’s Celebrates 20 Years with $40,000 Donation to City
Columbus, Ga., Dec. 2, 2005 – Applebee’s Neighborhood Grill & Bar in Columbus will donate $20,000 to the Columbus County Police Department and another $20,000 to Columbus Fire and Emergency Medical Services in celebration of its 20th anniversary in the Columbus community.  
The presentation will be made Dec. 12 during a special ceremony at the restaurant.  The new location on Airport Thruway in the Landings Shopping Center officially opens to the public on Tuesday, Dec. 13.
“Columbus embraced the Applebee’s concept from the start,” said Steve Grove, owner of AppleGrove Restaurants, the Applebee’s franchise that owns and operates the Airport Thruway location, “and the people here have continued to support us for 20 years. We are happy to give our guests a brand new restaurant right here in the same neighborhood where we opened our first Applebee’s and to give back to those men and women who protect and serve our neighborhoods across Columbus.”  

Mayor Poydasheff will accept the donations on behalf of the police and fire departments.  “We appreciate the 20 years of service Applebee’s has given to the community, and we are especially grateful for this fine restaurant’s support of our public safety people,” said the Mayor.  “They have been supportive through the years, and this contribution to our Fire and Emergency Medical Services and Police Departments will help us advance the public safety operations for the safety of our citizens.”
The money has been earmarked to support projects directly impacting the community. The police department plans to use the donation to enhance their educational programs for teenagers and adults that encourage safe driving habits—programs that emphasize the use of seat belts and discourage under-age drug and alcohol use. The fire department will purchase a mobile fire safety house, which simulates real-life smoke and weather dangers in a drill to teach kids and adults how to protect themselves when a house fire or severe weather strikes.
In addition to the donation to the city, Applebee’s will be celebrating its 20th anniversary with a children’s festival at the new store, Dec. 12, as well as with special recognition to Easter Seals, the Mansour Family and Fort Benning.

The opening of Applebee’s on Airport Thruway in 1985 marked the opening of the first Applebee’s in Columbus, Ga, and only the fourth franchised restaurant in existence when Applebee’s International, Inc. was formed. Today, there are more than 1,750 Applebee’s locations worldwide in 49 states and 14 international countries.  Additional information about Applebee’s can be found at www.Applebees.com. 
AppleGrove Restaurants is based in Atlanta and owns and operates 100 restaurants in eight states under the Applebee’s Neighborhood Grill & Bar brand. AppleGrove is the second-largest franchise in the Applebee’s system and 48th largest privately held company in Georgia. For more information on the franchise group, visit www.AppleGrove.com.  
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